Botulism Outbreak in a Regional Community Hospital: Lessons Learned in Transfer and Transport Considerations.
Botulism is a potentially lethal disease caused by a toxin released by Clostridium botulinum. Outbreaks of botulism from food sources can lead to a Mass Casualty Incident (MCI) involving sometimes hundreds of individuals. We report on a recent outbreak of botulism treated at a regional community hospital with a focus on emergency medical services (EMS) response and transport considerations. Case Presentation: There were 53 patient evaluated for botulism at the sending facility. In total, 11 botulism exposures required intubation at the sending facility. Twenty-four patients were ultimately transported by critical care capable ALS crews with the majority (16) of these transports occurred in the first 24 hours. There was one fatality in the first days of the outbreak and a second death that occurred in a patient who died after long-term acute care (LTAC) placement several months after hospital discharge. Conclusion: Local EMS providers and public safety officers have a critical role in identifying and following up on potentially exposed botulism cases. The organization of transporting agencies and the logistics of transfer turned out to be 2 opportunities for improvement in response to this mass casualty incident.